
*Doing together what we cannot do alone

Weekly Message

Dear Friend, ​

Seeking safety and stability, Alyssa fled a domestic violence situation
with her three young children. With no place to go and desperate to
avoid the streets, she found temporary refuge in a tiny studio
apartment, where she shared a single room with her children and
her mother. It wasn’t ideal, but at least they had a roof over their
heads.

After trying unsuccessfully to secure a spot at a local shelter, Alyssa
caught the attention of the management company where she was
living. She spoke to them about getting on the waitlist for the next
available unit for herself and her children. The space was small, but
it was affordable and gave them housing stability.

Alyssa worked part-time as a waitress. When the restaurant she
worked at shut down for nearly three weeks due to a pest issue, her
already fragile financial stability took a turn for the worse. With no
paycheck coming in, she quickly fell behind on rent. Even with the
help of tips and CalWORKS benefits, it wasn’t enough to catch up.
She feared losing the only place her children had to call home.

Understanding the severity of her situation, Friends In Deed’s
Eviction Prevention and Rental Assistance program (EPRA) provided
Alyssa with assistance to cover the arrears owed, ensuring she
wouldn’t be evicted. We also committed to helping her with rent for
the next few months, carrying her family through the holidays.

Though their living situation remains far from ideal, Alyssa knows
that keeping her family housed is the most important thing right
now. Maintaining permanent housing in their current unit, although
small, avoids the harsh possibility of this family living in their car or
ending up in a temporary shelter.

For Alyssa and her family, the help from Friends In Deed has meant
more than just financial relief. We have given her the security to
begin rebuilding her life, step by step, knowing that her children
have a place to come home to.

https://friendsindeedpas.org/fid/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=971094035059839&set=a.359057772930138
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=971484178354158&set=a.359057772930138
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=973146914854551&set=a.359057772930138
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2024-15-intersection-between-homelessness-and/id1600358197?i=1000678470050
https://friendsindeedpas.org/programs/the-womens-room/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=c5209c68-8a4f-4782-9ef7-ecf62935d13d


It is only with your support that we can continue to help families like
Alyssa’s and the hundreds of others that seek our assistance on a
regular basis. In speaking with our Street Outreach and Housing
team this week, they told me that more and more families, living in
their cars or on the street, are reaching out for help. Some have
children as young as two. As we enter this holiday season, a time of
joy and celebration for many of us, please know that these can also
be the hardest and most desperate times for our vulnerable families.
I hope you might consider making a gift now, and I thank you for
your support!

Blessings and have a lovely weekend,
Rabbi Joshua

We can only operate with your help!

Donate today to be part of our story!

Forever Friends Legacy Society

Get Social
    

A heartfelt THANK YOU to
everyone who made this Giving
Tuesday so special!

Whether you donated, grabbed a
coffee at Lavender & Honey Espresso
Bar, or shared our mission with
others, your support means the
world to us...Read more.

https://friendsindeedpas.org/donate-to-friends-in-deed/
https://friendsindeedpas.org/donate-to-friends-in-deed/
https://friendsindeedpas.org/fid/donate/
https://friendsindeedpas.org/fid/legacy-society/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsInDeedPas/
https://x.com/FID_Pasadena
https://www.instagram.com/friendsindeedpas/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=971094035059839&set=a.359057772930138


The Pasadena Community
Foundation has come through in
support of the Friends In Deed
Food Pantry

This time with a $50,000 grant to
make sure that FID continues to
feed those in our community who
are experiencing food
insecurity...Read more.

Here are our top 5 podcast
episodes in 2024:

1. Anthony and His 7-year-old Chess
Champion Son Get Housed! Listen
Here.

2. Mental Illness is Real and Needs
Our Attention: Conversation with Dr.
Julie Moore. Listen Here.

3. Older Americans Facing Eviction is
on the Rise. Listen Here.

4. My Dog is My Home: Emotional
Support Animals Save Lives. Listen
Here.

​5. Public Libraries and Estevez film
'The Public': Interview with Tim
McDonald, Library Director for City
of Pasadena. Listen Here.

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=971484178354158&set=a.359057772930138
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2024-2-anthony-and-his-7-year-old-chess-champion-son/id1600358197?i=1000647169335
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2024-5-mental-illness-is-real-and-needs-our-attention/id1600358197?i=1000653942473
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2024-6-older-americans-facing-eviction-is-on-the-rise/id1600358197?i=1000656200816
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2024-3-my-dog-is-my-home-emotional-support-animals-save-lives/id1600358197?i=1000648280715
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2024-12-public-libraries-and-estevez-film-the/id1600358197?i=1000669950692


News and Events

Volunteers Needed!

We had a last-minute
cancellation by a volunteer group
and are in urgent need of
volunteers for our campus
beautification day tomorrow,
Saturday, December 7th...Learn
More.

New Podcast Episode! 

Rabbi Joshua sits down with
Tunisia Offray, Co-Director of
Shepherd's Door, a domestic
violence resource center in
Pasadena. In a wide-ranging
conversation, they discuss how
domestic violence affects
homelessness...Listen Now.

The December calendar of
activities for The Women’s
Room is available!

See what's happening this
month...View Calendar.

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=973146914854551&set=a.359057772930138
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/2024-15-intersection-between-homelessness-and/id1600358197?i=1000678470050
https://friendsindeedpas.org/programs/the-womens-room/


Friends In Deed is committed to fostering, cultivating, and preserving a culture of diversity, equity and

inclusion. We embrace and celebrate the spectrum of our employees’, volunteers’, and clients’ ages, color,

ability or disability, ethnicity, family or marital status, gender identity or expression, language, national origin,

physical and mental ability, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, socio-economic status,

veteran status, neurodiversity, and other characteristics that make our employees, volunteers, and clients

unique.
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